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Current. 
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and those not exceeding 250 words will be. given preference. The Cur
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tent or grammar. All letters must be signed and must include a daytime 
phone number and, where applicable, student number. The Editor-in
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UMSL student spent her life overcoming 
obstacles and defeating dYer ity 

RYAN KRULL 
News EdItor 

A p r rnjsing funu was 
denied realization when 
St. L uis stu Dr Brandi 

,fcC lier was killed in h r 
Jennings hom Jan. 17. Bran
dis' liv -in bo, 'end Kevin. 

mbblefi td 38, bas b en 

charg d with first egre 
murder nd armed rimiq,al 
a cion. He is current!. being 
h ld on S - 0,000 bon . TIle. 
tWO hildr n are in the care of 
Brandis' e.xtended family. 

Bran ' 2 " had p TIt !:he 

la ( ::; \'era! . --ear rudyiug ro 

become a 0 ial worker. h 
hanged [h r major] ( 0 ial 

w rk fairly early and char's in 
und r t.1l1ding more a our 
her ife outside of schoqI 
and off campu " Bridg u e 
Jenk' . a counselor at Uni
\'tciry of Mi~ ouri-Sr. Louis 
O ffice of ' Multicultural R -
lations aid , , h w r ally 
an acrive ial work r sh 
was always helping fami l.ie.'5 
and connecting p ople to re
sources so it s'eems the degree 
was realty JUSt putting cre
dentials on what she already 
did." Staff at the MCR saw 

her frequencly the last weeks 

of her life. 
After graduating from 

Cleveland NJROTC Acade
my in 2005, a magnet school 
in St. Louis City, Brandis en

rolled at UM-St. Louis and 
began utilizing the MeR's 

services immediately. Brandis 
left school briefly when she 
had her first child Brandin 

in _008 . Jenkins said Brandis 
arne ack to ill I-St. Louis 

brieRy ut a problem ith 
cb: ar - pr vented her from 

art nd ing her m oniing dass-
. he ill n w m to om-

rnwli r all ge nd ru;,d JUSt 
recend} fini he all her ~n

eral ducati n requiremen.ts. 
Sh pe .t tb fir- t weeks of 
the n w year w rkiu::l with 
L 1CR taff' gerting her fi nan
cial aid in 0 mer an regi -

ring with c.arecr services. 
.. he aid, . I'm regi tered . nd 

rm coming ba [to i-
t. Loui 1, I'm coming ba 1 

and so exci[ d,'" Jenkin said. 
"T\\ 0 '\ e k prior [Q b ing 
kllled, h \ h [ almo 

. work. 

Thos who knew Brandis 
said that her e i.r (' on tin-

ue her education even with 
the -added responsibility of 
raising children was typical of 
her dri..- and determination. 
. She a ery goal oriented. 
She cam alread. -wicll a set of 
cil'C'umstanc s and she wasn't 
nai e ab ur hmv much work 
-he would ha\ e to pur into 
i[ and h e \ - detennin d 
from th :r st:ln 

a 'ation d c' i n 0 place 
a hoto h r 11- the owr 

of a b 'ochille li iting dona
ti.on to [h camp us . In 2007 
Br-and ' \\ . also me president 

or Help.ll1o Hands. a stud 1t 

organizati n that mentors 

African Am Lican student 
. who ar ne,· to campus. 

A fundraising page has 
been created on Facebook (a 
link to which can be found 
on 1he Current's website) by 
Bryan Sutherland. "Brandis 
was cruly an Angel and would 
give her last to help 'any
body ' Sutherland said. 'I ask 
[hat an ;bod, help in an. wa. 
possible to · help her children 
and co r her funeral·b ill ... 
and let her life be tes tament 
to the same women of what 
a mother, sister. daughter and 
friend should be." 

Authorities have no t gi en 
a definite mo[i e but ' h ave 

said that the. belieye tub
blefield and Brandis had been 
arguing in the weeks leading 
up to her d [h . Brandi fi 
nal Facebook laXUS re;ld ' I 
am so ready for a change this 

year!!! So please don t get of
fended if u r not a pan of the 
change!!." 

Twenty-three-year-old Brandis McCoilier was killed in her Jennings home Jan. 17. 
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v n n e 
k owledge in fi st two years 

UM -st. Louis implements several similar assess
ments as recent survey of nationwide campuses 

MATTHEW B. POPOSKY 
Staff 'vVri ter 

According to a recent study, "nearly 
half of the nation's undergraduates show 
almost no gains in their first two years of 
college." As the University of Missouri
St. Louis is going through several ren,o
vations at this point, it is important that 
Ul'v1-SL Louis ask itself these questions: 
is this ([ue of Ulvl-St. Louis students? 
And if so, how can this be remedied to. 
provide the best possible education to' 

students? 
"I don't know [if the results are accu

rate]. I have nor seen [them], so I can 
only surmise that the survey apparently 
shows that students who to k a particu
lar assessment test did nor show signifi
cant improvements on that tcst," Glen 
Cope, ProVOSt and Vice Chancellor fOr 
Academic Affairs, UM-St. Louis, said. 

Cope then cited that the test in refer
ence would be one which measures gen
eral education, rather -than knowledge 
of one's specific major course-load. "The 
survey is probably right in what is be
ing measured, but it does not measure 
everything students potentially learn," 
Cope said. 

UM-St. Louis itself, according to 

Cope, is always making suides (() im
prove student learning, and thus gua'r
antee that all efforts are taking to ensure 

students are given the best quality for 
their time. 

"'U.tvfSL uses the Collegiate Learn
ing Assessment test for beginning fresh
men and seniors, which I beli 'e is on 
of the sources of data in the survey. We 

use thes results to analyze our gen ral 
eciu':dtion , rideal think ing, nd writing 
components ," Cope said . 

Indeed, the resul ts of thi surv were 
based upon data gather d fro m rh C 1-
legia,re Learning As essment. The data 
used for the stud were gatb r d fr m 
29 campuses nationwi e, in a d io n 

to surveys and atements mad ,~o r 
3,000 students across the nation. 

It would seem, howe er, that d pire 
this study s popularity in the m dia in 
recent \\'eeks, it has not gained much at
tention to th staff ofUM-St. Louis. 

"I have not had rhe oppo[tuni (0 re
view the survey's methodology 0 I can
not offer an informed assessment Ter
rence Jones, professor and interim chair 
of political science, UM-St. Low said. 

Assuming this srudy creares more 
interest at UM-St. Louis, it may help 

to improve efforts already made by the 
campus to increase student learning at 
everY level of education. 

We also use the National Surve) of 
Student Engagemenr...which probably 
also was used in the survey, Cope said. 

"~ al 0 m lIfe srudents' perfor
mane in their maj or t understand if 
th r learning what th y houl ... nd 
use rhose r uIL to improv lasses in 
o ur majors. 'YIl also requi re junior level 
wri . ng courses. capsrone COlliS s in rh 
major, and ngage in om r ass m nt 
a ti iues. Th e all help u impro 'e lIf 

ffer ing, Cop id. 
M-v t. Louis alree dy artakes of a 

great number of asses mem and ck 
systems (0 guaramee [hat necessary 

impr yemen to egree programs on 
ampu are made swifcly and regularl:. 

W h ther this study which im lements 
several of the same methodologi . used 
by UM-SL Louis irself. would make a 
major difference in education n cam
pus is debatable ur [h mpus w uld 
likely do well to 100 ' imo it either way. 

"Ultimately what students get our of 
an educ~tion at tv1 L or at any univer
sity is related both to ,vhat is taught and 
the £fons students put into learning," 
Cope said. 
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o do you i 
obama is doing so far?" 

"I think he is doing a good job." 

Katie Green 
Secondary Education 
JUllior 

"President Obama has been work
ing hard to bring diverse people 
and groups together. As a result, 
some compromises have been 
made that many people on both 
sides have not fully embraced. " 

Becca Burns 
Adult and Higher Education 
Graduate Student 

"I think he is doing a great job 
as he is not just focusing on the 
polmcal issues but also many 
diversify fi elds at the same time. If 

Abhishek Jain 
Intemational Business 
Junior 

"Students can now get help 
from home-Free online 
tutoring now available to. 
UMSL students" 

- From issue 1332 

Online tutoring is indeed a great option for 
those busy families who are looking for extra 
help for their children in sch 01. Unfortunately, 
most students are very hesitant to admit tha 
things are out of control, that they are struggling 
-in class, and that they have lost their confidence. 

When parents finally are able to determine 
that help is needed, they ill need to turn to an 
expert teacher, classroom experienced, who can 
develop a timely support plan . 

-Terry VanNoy 
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News Brief 

Sf. Ann Police 
Chief says to 
k ep it under 71 
on 1-70 
RYAN KRULL 
New s Ed itor 

University of Missouri-St. 
Louis students who tra\·el 
Interstate 70 [0 get [0 cam
pus should consider them
selves fairly warned. Fines for 
speeding have been doubled 
on a seven mile stretch of 
[he interstate 70 berwe n 
Goodfellow Boulevard and 
Lambert-St. Louis Interna
tional Airport. Dubbed "the 
Gauntlet," St. Ann police 
chief Bob Schrader said that 
a special detail of officers 
on overtime are watching 
the stretch of high way like a 
group of hawks. 

The stretch of high\vay 

has been officially deemed 
a "Travel Safe Zone" by St. 
Ann and the seven other mu
nicipalities policing it and 
even though it is an interstate 
highway local law enforce
mem is allowed [0 determine 
its own fines. Consequently, 
a speecLng ticket incurred on 
I -70 can cost a motorist as 
much as $300, about double 
what a speecLng driver . could 
expect if ticketed by the State 

Highway Patrol. 

Between Jan. 1, 2010 
and July 19 Schrader said 
there were 42 accidents on 

the stretch of 1-70 that runs 
through St. Ann. Since the 
amplified level of enforce
ment began on [he 19th, 
there have only been 10 ac
cidents on the same stretch. 
"The Tra',cel Safe Zone was 
where the bulk of the acci
denes occurred ... there's been 
a 75 percene reduction of ac
cidents," Schrader said. "We 
kind of have a lofty goal of 
zero accidents. I was tired of 
my officers out there on the 
highway risking their lives 
writing those accidents." 

St. Ann has a detachment 
of eight Glr'i--Up from an ini
tial four--monitoring the area 
in four hour shifts, three to 
four times a week. Schrader 

says that they write about 
GO tickets over the course of 
one four hour period and 
St. Ann police officers told 
the Post-Dispatch they think 
they have written about 6000 
tickets for that stretch of! - 0 
in the past six months. 

"I want everyone to know 
we're out there. All you have 
[0 do [0 make it through St. 

Ann is to drive around at 
or around the speed limit," 
Schrader said. "\Ve're ticket

ing for 11 or more over so 
don't go 11 over. I wane [0 be 

transparent about this." 

- - .'.-
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u -St. Louis addresses 
coil g graduation conflict 

ASHLEY ATKINS 
Sta ff Writer 

Since this past November, :tY1issouri 
Governor, Jay Nixon has been strat
egizing on how to increase 1v1issouri 
college graduation rates to GO percent. 
l'vIissouri's graduation rate .is currently 
35 percent. "1 think it is unrealistic to 

expect IvIissouri universities to abstain 
from tuition increases when the s:ate 
government is cutting funding to uni
versities," David C Kimball. a5sociate 
professor, political science, said. "In ad
dition to combining p rograms with low 
enrollment, the governor might consider 
combining administrative units with 
light workloads." 

.i\s far as another v;ay to handle tu
ition increase, in his State to State ad
dress, Nixon spoke of his plan to fill the 
universities with students who have the 
need to better themselves. He wants to 

focus on lower income students and 
continue [0 promote programs such as 
The A+ Program, Bright Flight and the 
Access M issouri Programs. a program 
that the University of Missouri-St. Louis 
is currently making use of. The Access 

to Success program believes that every
one on campus is responsible for cam
pus graduation. The program listens to 

students, faculty, administration and ad
visors about practices and policies that 
allow a student to graduate in six years. 

Associate provost for Academic Af
fairs and Dean of the Graduate School, 

Judi th Walker de FelL>.':, is leading the 
program at UM-St. Louis. "Then we got 
commitments from deans and Student 
Affairs to make changes that will help 
students reach that goal," \Valker de Fe
lix, said. "Now, we check to make sure 

that all freshman in their first year a) 
meet English and math requirements, b) 
earn at least 24 credit hours, and c) have 

at least a 2.0 GPA." UM-St. louis is in
volved in this national project because 
the UM-Sysrem is one of 24 public uni

versities in the country trying to raise 
student graduation rates. The Depart
ment of Admissions at U~il-St. Louis 
is also on toP. of the issue of graduating 
students. «Our goal in admissions is to 
inform, recruit, and admit qualified stu
dents to Ul'vI-St. Louis," Alan Byrd, di
rector of admissions, said. "Graduation 
is definitely a parr of our goal. We only 
admit studems who have the potential 

" 

of communication and money-manage
memo "A program that will be new for 
Fall 2011 will be the Energizer Keep Go
ing Mentoring program that will match 
successful juniors or seniors with incom
ing first-generation college freshman 
studems," Floyd K. Welsh, Director of 
Student Achievement and Develop
ment for the Center of Student Success 
and Transfer Services, said. "The Men
tors \vill meet with the new students 
throughout the first year to help them 
make a successful transition to campus 

A program that will be new 
for Fall 2011 will be the Energizer 
Keep Going Mentoring prograll1 
that will ll1atch successful juniors 
or seniors with incoming first-gen
eration college freshman students. 

" -Floyd K. Welsh 

to graduate because the university will 
only be as successful as its students." The 

Center for Student Success at UM-St. 
Louis works towards helping students 

graduate by provicLng resources and 
one-on-one rutoring for the ne\v fresh
man or person on academic probation. 

They also offer workshops on the topics 

and college life." 
Even with programs such as these 

for some, graduation still seems to be a 
conflict. Byrd mentioned that students 
being unprepared for college success and 

over worked due to the poor economy 
has made it more difficult for students 

to graduate on time. 

..... f :llecurrent-online.com 
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Members of the Men's Basketball team huddled before a game.. 

CEDRIC WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

The University of Missouri-St. Louis men's basketball team 
feU into a first-place tie after Great Lakes Valley Conference 
action last weekend. 

The Tritons played two games on the road over the weekend 
against GLVC \Vest Division opponents. UM-St. Louis won 
56-53 last Thursday <looainst Rockhurst University, bur lost 80-
61 on Sarurday ~oainst Drury University. 

The loss to Drury gave UM-Sr. Louis a 14-6 overall re
cord this se~on and dropped the Tritons ro 8-4 in GLVC play. 
Drury owns a 15-5 overall and 8-4 GLVC record also. Al
thou~ the [\\'0 teams own the same conference record, Drury -
owns the playoff tiebreakers by virtUe of Saturday's win oyer 

the Tritons. 
Gerald Fulron, junior, communications, who ranks .sec

ond in the GLVC in scoring at 23.2 points a game, scored 25 
points against Drury to lead the Tritons. 

Teammate Ryan Lawrence, senior, criminal justice, added 
12 points and 10 rebounds bur it was not enough to prevent 
UM-St. Louis from falling behind in the early going, and un
fortunately, the Tritons never really recovered. 

Before Saturday's loss, the Trirons owned a five-game win
ning streak. They reached that mark after Thursday night's 
thrilling three-point win over Rockhurst. 

The Hawks led that game from the outset, just as Drury 
did. But UM-St. Louis was able ro rally, thanks ro a brilliant 
29-poi_nt effort by Fulron. 

The 6'2", native St. Louisan, who went ro Hazelwood East 
High and Mineral Area College, was unsroppable down the 
scretch for the Tritons. 

Rockhurst could not keep him out of the line, or near 
the basket. Rockhurst's only recourse was to foul Fulton con
standy. And the GLVC's top free throw shooter, at 90 percent 

-for the season, kept making shots. But the play of the game 
proved to be a deep three-pointer Fulton banged home from 
the right wing, that gave U1vf-Sr. Louis a 54-53 edge, the Tri
tons' firsrIead since early in the game. Rockhurst had several 
chances to re-take the lead in the final minute. But the Tritons 
forced the Hawks to take nothing but tough shots, and Rock
hurst could not make any of them. 

Fulron managed ro get possession of the ball with 28 sec
onds left and was fouled ro srop dock. As he had the entire 
second half, Fulton stepped to the line, and knocked down 
both foul shots to put UM-St. Louis up 56-53. 

~he (!:urrcnt 5 

CEDRIC WILLIAMS I THE CURRENT 

Rockhurst called timeout and tried ro set up a final play to 
get itself a tying three. But UM-Sr. Louis' defenders swarmed 
the Hawks, allowing only a desperate heave with one second 
left that never even hit the rim. 

Thursday's victory was the third time this season UM-St. 
Louis won a game in the final minute. 

On December 6 , the Tritons beat Lewis University on a 
half-court heave at the buzzer by Dominic Williams, junior, 
physical education. And back on January 20, Fulton flipped 
in a shot with less than a second left to lift UM-St. Louis over 
Illinois-Springfield. 

Triron fans are hoping for that same kind of excitement 
this Thursday, February 3, when the UM-Sr. Louis athletics 
department will host its annual «Pack The Stands Night" bas
ketball event at the Mark Twain Building. 

That night, the athletics department is inviting all UM-St. 
Louis students, faculty, staff and alumni to come to the Mark 
Twain and "pack the stands" in support of Triton basketball. 

The evening will begin with a women's game between 
UM-St. Louis and Kentucky Wesleyan at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by a men's game between the two schools, which will tipoff at 
7:30 p.m. 
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201 Triton baseba sc edule nou ce 
men s baseball schedule has many excited for spring 

CEDRIC WILLIAMS 
Sp orts Ed itor 

The University of Mis
souri-Sr. Louis Athletics De
partmen [ re nrly released 
the finalized and app ro ed 
~O 11 season schedule for the 
U f -Sr. Louis men's base all 
team. 

The Triton baseball squad ' 
has been practicing almost 
daily at !\/Iark Twain and over 
at the U1vl-St. Louis Bas ball 
Field, preparing for the 2011 
eason . 

W eather p >rmining, the 
Triton are heduled to play 
50 games this season. Those 

50 ontests include 34 Great 

Lakes al ley Conference 
games, the team's annual 
M arch Florida Trip, .s wel! as 
early-season tournament ap
pearances in Savannah , Ga. , 
and Evansville, Ind. 

Utv'1-Sr. Louis' home 
schedule consisrs of 12 home 
dates, eight of \\'hich are dou
bleh ader days. 

During those eight home 
doubl headers, the Tritons 
w ill play (\.\, games in one 
day against the same oppo
n n t. TIl schedule on th e 
da, usually includ s one 
nine-inning game and ne 

sev n-inning game. 
One of UIvf-Sr. Louis' 

most anticipated double-' 
. header match ups will be 
April 19, when the Tritons 
'x ul host cross-town GLVe 
rival Maryville Uni\'cr~ity. 

The schools have been de
veloping quite a d\"dlr:' 
since it \\."dS announced that 
Maryv ille would be joining 
the league in 2009. 

The four single-game 
horne dates for l.T:v1-Sr. Lou
is are the \Iarch 2_~ home 
opener against \"Xfilliam 
\\'oods University; an April 
13 matchup against Bellar
mine Uni er icy; an April 22 
non-conference tussle \\ ith 
Oakland City ni ersiry, and 

an April 25 ban:le with non
league Cross-town foe \'VTeb_ 
ster University. 

The Tritons will open 
the season on February 25 
by travelling to Savannah, 
Ga. to compete in the Sa
vannah Invitational Touma
m nt, hosted by Armstrong 
Atlantic University. U1\1-St. 
Louis' opponent on opening 
day will be \X!ayne State Uni
versity. 

Another highly antici
pated ballgame for the Tri
tons will come the following 
\ eekend, when the Tritons 
tra el to Evansville, Ind. to 

play in the Dunn Hospital
iry Invitational, hosted by 
the University of Southern 

Indiana. cult 2010 campaign in which 

Southern Indiana is the . the Tritons weht 15-37, and 
defending NCAA Division finished in second-to-Iast 
II national champion, and is place in the GLVe standings . 
ranked number 1 in the na- One of the key additions 
tion again by Collegiate Base- to the 2011 UM-St. Louis 
ball News. UM-St. Louis will baseball team is the program's 
play Southern Indiana on the new pitching coach, legend
first day of the Dunn Invita- ary former Washington Uni
tional on March 4. In sea- versit)" coach Ric Lessmann. 
sons past, the Tritons tried to Lessmann comes to U lvf
schedule several in-town road St. Louis after 17 years at the 
games against opponents like helm at Wash. U., where he 
SIU-Edwardsville, Harris- became the all-time winning 
Stowe or Lindenwood. But coach in that program's his-
this season, UM-St. Louis' tory with a 396-231-1 overall 
lone in-town road date is record. 
a doubleheader matchup Ali U?vf-St. Louis home 
against i\.1aryville on April 6. games will be played at The 

UM-St. Louis is looking · UM-St. Louis Baseball Field 

to bounce back after a diHi- on South campus. 

returning to 'urnsl february 8·& 9! 

author of real rabbits: chasing an authentic life 
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Colin Farrell plays vicious Urki gang member, Valka, in "The Way Back." COURTESY I NEWMARKET FILMS 

'Th,e Way Back' is epic adventure set against awe-inspiring landscape 
MOVIES 

The phrase "exiled to Siberia" still resonates as a severe sen
tence from which one does not return and "The Way Back" 
is an epic adventure about an escape from such a sentence to 
exile. For decades, Russia, and then the Soviet Union, exiled 
criminals, political prisoners and anyone deemed undesirable 
to the remote, cold region of Siberia. 

The Oscar-nominated film is directed by the award-win
ning Peter Weir, who is no stranger to epics, having directed 
"Master And Commander" and "Gallipolli." 

Ed Harris, Colin Farrell, Mark Strong and Jim Sturgess play 
members of an international band of prisoners escaping from 
a gulag during World War II in one impressive t.Je of survival. 

Based on Slavomir Rawicz's acclaimed book, "The Long 
Walk: The True Story of a Trek to Freedom," and on other 
real-life experiences, this film is indeed a long walk, thousands 
of miles. 

The reason Siberia was such a harsh sentence is not JUSt its 
coldness but also irs remote isolation. As one character notes, 
th°e prison walls in Siberia do not need to be strong because 
the whole countryside is the prison. In a sparsely-populated 
land with a harsh climate, hundreds of miles from anywhere, 

the fe,\' local people easily recognizoe outsiders. Bounties for 
escapees ensure they are reported. 

-Life is harsh in the ramshackle, overcrowded gulag. Prison
ers starve on the meager rations, develop night-blindness and 
other illnesses from nutritional deficiencies. They wear filthy 
rags infested with lice and fights break out over the warmer 
rags. Criminal gangs dominate the rickety barracks. New ar
rival Janusz aim Sturgess), a Pole from a wooded region of the 
newly-occupied Poland, thinks onJy of returning to Poland. 
A flinty, older American prisoner, who only gives his name as 
Mr. Smith (Ed Harris), offers to help organize an escape, not
ing the Pole's backwoods skills and one "weakness" - kindness 
- might be useful for the older man's survival. 

They begin a ragged group escape during the height of win
ter with no real idea of where they are, only a vague plan of 
walking south. Their one survival tool is Janusz.' skills as an 
outdoorsman, honed in Polish forests. The prisoners form an 
uneasy alliance, especially with Russian gangster Valka (Colin 
Farrell), who forced his way in when he overheard their plans. 
In their long trek, they are joined by another escapee, a young 
girl named Irena (Saoirse Ronan). 

The whole epic plays out against a breathtaking landscape 
of natural beauty. Shot beautifully in Bulgaria, Morocco and 
India, the landscape is a daunting, haunting backdrop, almost 

a character in the characters' struggle for survival. 
The tone is emotionally muted, with everyone dampening 

down feelings as they focus on their challenging journey. The 
escapees may be hardened but there are still flashes of emotion. 

The acting is excellent, with each actor carving out a be
lievable, well-rounded character, and avoiding familiar ste
reotypes. Colin Farrell's Valka is an unrepentant criminal but 
SportS a tattoo on his chest of Lenin and Stalin, he espouses 
a strange kind of patriotism. The addition of Iren, brings out 
new emotional dynall). ics, especially in Harris' steely-eyed, 
closed-mouthed Smith, but Ronan makes her a complex char
acter as well. 

To the film's credit, not everyone survives the ordeal and 
the actors are never prettied up - they look dirty, thin, and 
sunburned - adding a gritty realism as they trudge through 
snowbound forests , the parched Gobi desert and transverse the 
Himalayas. 

This is fiction, not history, despite its factual inspiration. 
However, this film is one of those man-versus-nature survival 
stories that evokes documentaries like, "Touching the Void." 

"The Way Back" is truly an epic adventure. 
B + -Cate Marquis 
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u conve tio a love story 
MOVIES 

"No Strings Anached," 
the new A hcon } m cher and 

atalie Portman romance/ 

com dy curr nd resides ar 
the top of the weekI. box-of
fic e a SpOt th y have achieved 
only because literally nothing 
else is out and movie-goer 
are unwilling co sir through 
a ballet flick or a fil m about 
a King who stuners. While 
the film had its charming 
moments , a romance con1-

edies often do po tential 
viewers should wait for it to 
reach Nedlix. 'No Strings A t
cached centers n me sex . 

relation 'h ip bcrween two for
mer acquaiiltunce' wh o first 

met year ago at a swnmer 
camp. Re-imr duc d y ars 
later at an ourside market, 

rhey coo k up a che rne to 

only use each other for sex 

sans a relat io nship status. In

evitabl , one of them wants 
more out of the deal. 

Portman play. Emma, a 

strong-mind d femini't who 
uses me outcome of her own 
parents' divorce as an excuse 

to sh away fr m serious re
lation hips. Her career as a 
doctor only help promote 
her "I do not need a man" in

depen dent lifes tyle. 1~ rw1 t-
d as her character is, she js 

likable. Kutcher play her 
oppo -ite Ada m, the hand

som playboy who is w r ngly 
m i guided by hi pack f 
mini n . p layed by Ludacris 
and Ja! e M . John - n. It was 
uncertain whether Ludacris 

was just a horrible etor or 

,' [lUbbed in d ialogu . 

Although this was a film 
th at w uld usually be tak n 

on by meJuddApatows of me 
\\fodd," 0 Strings Attached" 

was directed by Ivan Reitman 
who is mostly known for 
his success with the "Ghost

busters" franchise. In other 
'.vo rds, he has had less experi
ence in the romance ' ide of 
cinema and more in comedy 
and action. This \'.'as confus
ing considering mat the com
edy in the film was probably 
one of its weakest points. es, 
there were a few good Lnes 
said here and mere, but con-
idering this film was mainly 

marketed a c m ed in or
der to make it a lirrle more 
"date-night" Friendly; it could 
hay h d a few more laughs. 

Believe it or not, Cary El-
w , of Princ Bride, was 

as t in th film. Thi Ca! ting 

hie wa a rn i tak even if 

h w~s " 0 [ esley. He 

Ashton Kutcher plays Adam and Natalie Portman plays Emma in "No Strings Attached," 

was sL!Pposed to play me 
handsome yet elusive Dr. 

1etzner who Emma shows 
an imerest in, representing 
the type of man mat Emma 

feels she should be attracted 
to as opposed to Adam, me 
film assistant. At least that 
is wh at vkwers are led to 

believe wim close to no dia
logue. His character was nev
er d eloped tn the storyline, 
so whenever he would enter 
the scene it felt uncomfort
able and creepy. \'(1ho is this 

gu~-? 

Anotl1er factor mat '.vorb 
again t the film is that it goes 
n k and neck with other 
films tha t po's css the same 
motive . 

See STRINGS on page 9 

COURTESY DW STUDIOS llC 

IA&E 

LATEST + GREATEST 
• New Films Opening Frida~ February 4 

"Sanctum" 
James Cameron ("Avatar") produced, but did not direct, 
this 3D adventure, about a team of explorers trapped in a 
cave. Australian cast, based on real experience of Cam
eron's collaborator and adventurer Andrew Wight. 

"Biutiful" (Plaza Frontenac) - Oscar-nominated Span
ish-language drama stars Javier Bardem in an award-winning 
performance. Bardem plays a devoted father living on the 
edge in Barcelona while struggling with cancer, in this haunt
ing film from legendary director Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu. 

"Another Year" 
(praza Frontenac) - Dir~dor Mike Leigh brings us another 

intelligent, wonderfully-act~d, unblinkingslite-of real life, a 
film that upends assumptrons and offers layersJor drscussion_ 
Stars Jim Broadbent Ruth Sheen -and -lesley Manville. 



AirEl I WWW.THECURRENT-ONlINE.COM I 

Cage the Elephant oes wonde s 

Indie for the masses 
MUSIC 

Released on January 11, Cage the Ele
phant's latest addition to their musical library, 
"Thank You, Happy Birthday," is a delightful 
look into the wonderful world of indie. Mix

ing oldie inspired elements with new age lyrics 
and exrras to make something that is entirely 
their uwn. 

"Thank You, Happy Birthday," is Cage the 
Elephant's second venture out into the album 

realm. Going almost instantly to #1 on the 
iTunes Download charr, and #2 on Billboard 
Top 200, it's obvious to see that the album is 
something to be looked into. 

While some of the songs seem a little 

off, or maybe out of place is the better 
phrase, "Thank You, Happy Birthday" is still 
a fun listen. Listeners may get bored with a 
song or two on the album, but as a whole, the 
album is something deliciously different. 

"Always Something" is definitely one of the 
boring songs and to place a boring song right 
at the beginning of an album is definitely not 
smart (risk, tisk Cagen. However. 'Aberdeen'> 
makes up for that failure of a first song. The 
opening few notes are catchy, and once mixed 
with an even catchier bass riff, expect to hit 
the repeat button. 

"Indy Kidz" does not start off well either 
(remember that annoying sigh sound every
one made as a kid?) but definitely picks up. 
Unfortunately, that noise still makes its ap
pearance throughout the song and is even 
joined by Matthew Schultz's impersonation 
of a child, which is also irritating. Survive past 
the first 15 seconds or so and it will be ,vell 
worth it. 

The next song, "Shake Ivfe Down," sounds 
like it is a long lost track from the Nick and 

Norah Infinite Playlist soundtrack. The song, 

simply put, is beautiful. Switching from sweet 

guitar melodies to driven rhythms, it will keep 
even the most seasoned listener intrigued. 

"2024" is energetic and instantly makes the 
listener want to bounce around. While some 
of the intro sounds a lot like another band's 
work (a little bit of "Drop It Doe Eyes" by 
Los Campesinos!), the song is insanely ener

getic. 
Another track with sweet melodies is 

"Rubber Ball." While Schultz's voice seems 

almOSt ghost like in the beginning the song 
is tender and heartfelt and the perfect one to 

add to a bedtime playlist or a mixed CD for a 
sweetheart. It is a guaran.teed sing along song 
too" which is nor a bad thing. 

uRight Before My Eyes" at Erst seems just 
like any other rock song about heartbreak. 
Hmvever, there is something about it that 
prevents the urge to hit the skip button. What 
is even better is that there is an acoustic ver
sion . as a hidden track in the end of the last 
song. ''Around My Head" is also iHY. The only 
terrible thing about it is the attempted imper
sonation of Bob Dylan in the singing. It is not 
bad, and Schultz does put his o\vn spin on it 
but it is hard to get into. After siftin~ past the 
fake singing, the song is enjoyable. 

As a ,,,,hole, the album is a definire win. 
Combining not only their own person taste 
and style, Cage the Elephant also uses influ
ences from other bands and genres that mix 
to create a sound that they can truly call their 
own. "Thank You, Happy Birthday." is worth 
every penny and it ,vill be a shocker if every 
listener can't find a song he or she likes on it. 

B+ -Janaca Scherer 

STRINGS from page 8 

Take a look at "Love and Other Drugs" 
or the upcoming Justin Timberlake flick 
"Friends v.,rith Benefits." It is as if they were all 
working off of the same script. Films such as 
these make a person appreciate smaller films 
such "500 Days of Summer" in which the 
main character does not get what he originarl~: 
wants. III the previously mentioned Elms the 
main characters \vill live happily ever after in 

the end because that is how romantic com
edies work. 

"No Strings Arrached" was not a horrible 
movie. It just lacked in story and corned:'. 
WillIe it was a refreshing, light-hearted op
portunity for Portman it only proved that 
Kutcher needs more time to mature in film 
roles. 

e -Ashley Atkins 
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Taikoza is a Japanese drum performance and was performed on Saturday at the Touhill. 

JAN. 31 2011 'm:hc Q::umnt 

The big beat of Taikoza 
Japal1ese dr1~ 1111ners COl11,e t (J th,e lUtJ'hill 

DEMAI~KO TIMMONIS 
Staff w riter 

1aikoza is known {~) r filling tbe room 
with awesomt: performances on the drums; 
the c[)[ erraincl's d 1'0 pped by the l [luhi II on 
Saturday to show Sr. Louis the real power 
of th t: 'J;liko dl'utl;s, ' [his music playing, 

foor sre pping , hcarrwarmin g gro up brings 
,111 (he exc itcmenc of tradi tion a l Japanese 

music <111<1 vibrant Ino tiOll onto the ,a'tgc' 
and gives an clv'lTifying pt:rformancc Like 
no och,,"!'. \X/ith only six puformers, the 

percussion-playing group is making their 
way to the cnp, 

Taikoza was started in N ew York 

City It began from .rhe mem bers of the 
Ondekoza . JaikQ'(,a Ids played in several 
parts of rhe world i Deluding Russia, Swit
zerland, Italy, Germany, Mexico, France 

and the Republic of Georgia, Their most 
recent stOP was here at the University of 

Missouri -Sr Louis, 
'The Touhill Performing ArtS Center 

was filled with an audience of all shapes 

and sizes wairing to see rhe E3 perfor
mance, As the performers appeared, rhe 

room fell into a silen ce that was quickly 
ended by the bears of the Tliko drums, 
One b e l[ after another, rhe performers 

created a rhyrhmi sueam. 

"1 alway~ cnjoyed listening to the 
sounds of rh e drLlms played by Taiko'l.Cl, 

they 'if,' .I t) fun to watdl and [arc] simply 
amazing," J<"ssin Combs, audienLL mem
ber, said , " O nce 1 heard that they were 
corni ng to Sf. LOllis, I had LO I1mry and 
b uy Illy ticketS hdcJr(! the), sold oue," 

tAll.l icll insrrumclllS included the T li
lw drums, th e Fuc, a bamboo flute, the 

shakuhachi and 0 tiler insrrumen (.I tbar left 
the au dience clapping after every rend i
tion, The beats of the drums were strong, 

getting lo uder wirh every passi ng second. 
lhc perform ers movements wefc:{lways 
in sync with the rhythms. Wid, 14 great 
percussion pieces, colorful uniforms and 
great energy, there was never a dLllI mo

meJl[ throughout the entire Taikoza per
fOJ'mance. 

"I [kept seeing] one of the performers 
who always had a smile on her face, she 
had such a big smile and it lasted through
out the whole show," Joshua Smith, audi
en ce member, said. 

Japanese drum at the Touhill on Saturday. 

Along with the drum bears, Ta ikoza ;Usa 
inreracted with the audience by encourag

ing cI~ppiIlg , going our inco the audience 
Jnd even bringing a f(:w peopl e up to rhe 

stage to play on the drums, 
One "ce nc' ,'ven includ ed a masked per

so n interrupting the perf(1rI11erS by jump
in g around , poking th e drum players and 

trying ro p(!rfl,rm with them . 1 he scene 
amused the 'll leli en ~ ,md made them ea
ger for mort, 

Nearing rbe end of the performance, 
it was finally time fur the pcrfr:lJ'Iners to 

give rheir strongest percussion piece. 11,e 
Odaiico scene used the higgtot drums on 
stage- and every pound oi til t: sticks sent 
chills tbrough the audience .. 111(' drum-

. beats produced a sOllflc! llike no other fi
nalc could do. When the performance was 
finished, the, crowd stood up cheering as 

the cast introduced th emselves. 
After the performance, Taikoza mem

bers came into the lobby to answer ques
rions and sell CDs, 

"1J1is was real; [it was like] nothing chat 
r have seen before," Asf-lley Hanes, audi

ence member, said, 
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Operation AFTT 20 I: We s pport our t oops 
MINHO JUNG 
Staff writer 

The event, "Operation RAFTT 2011," sponsored by Re
gional Alliance For The Troops (RAFTT) was held Saturday, 
January 22 at the Touhill performing arts center ro support 
the United States trOOps, veterans and their families in the St. 
Lows region. 

The event was opened by a performance from the Unired 
States Air Force band. The sounds of "Hot Brass" began the 
show ar 12:05 p.m. Many organizations from the St. Lows 
community visited the University of Missouri-St. Louis on 
Saturday ro provide free services for military personnel, veter
ans and their families . 

"This is an outreach event for veterans in our community, 
letting rhem know rharwe are supporting them and their fami
lies. I also have a very good friend of mine who is over in Iraq 
right now" Tracy L. Davis, employee of The American Legion, 
said. 

Various service groups were introduced to attendees, such as 

Consul ring Outreach for Soldiers' Families and medical servic

es for people who have experienced a concussion or traumatic 
brain injury. 

"What we are trying ro do is ro look at [participants'] brains 
and symproms and compare that ro those of civilians. So by 
doing that, we hope problems of [participants'] brain [s] can 
be diagnosed early if there is any problem found," Jacob Bol
zenius, research assistant from Division of Neurosurgery at St. _ 
Louis University, said. 

On the second level of the building, a job fair for veterans 
who are looking for their second career after their service was 
also arranged. 

"We are a Veterans Business Resource Center. What we do 
is help them ro write their business plan or .flesh out their busi- ,
ness ideas. We basically guide them through the whole process 
from beginning ro end," Roger Horn, outreach direcror of Vet
erans Business Resource Center, said. 

Some retired veterans also participated in the event, provjd
lng their retired co-vyorkers with second career opportunities 
after their service. 

"I'm a veteran. I spent 24 ye.liS or so [in the service] . I'm 

Children packing care packages for troops on Operation RAFTI 2011 on Saturday, January 22. 

absolutely proud of my service. If I had ro do it oyer again, I 

would do the same thing. I also I gOt my job through the state 
because I'm a retired military [employee]. It was a definire ben
efit for me to be hired as veteran's employment representative" 
Del Senn, veteran's representative of Mjssouri Career Center 

said. 
Many volunteers rook part in the event, contributing to lin

ing up the second major event at UM-St. Louis after the Mar
rin Luther King, J r. annual ceremony. 

"I think it is such a good idea ro honor our (fOOPS, purring 
rogether all the organizations into an area so thar they Gl? 001-

laborate with one another," Carol Simon, event volunteer said. 
Many young parricipants also visited U},,1-St. Lows that day 

ro support the U.S. servicemen and women . A small care pack
age event for military members working overseas also captured 

many people's attention. 
"The primary reason that I came here [was] to get m:- kids 

e..-x:posed to great things provided for our servicemen overseas. 
I [had] two brothers involved in the military back in Vietnam 
days. One passed away. So I'm trying to do whatever I can for 
our servicemen," Dave Oleksa, employee of Daugherty, said. 
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Professor Paul points out the area of the brain w 

JEN O'HARA 
Feah.lres Editor 

Robert Paul is a neuropsychologist, teacher, father, husband, 
and creator of an increasingly popular drink that increases brain 
activity and memory. "Nawgan" has been on the shelves since 
spring 2010 and is sold in various places from the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis bookstore to Walgreens across the state. 

The Current: How did you get into neuropsychology? 

Robert Paul: Since I was a marine biology major, I was 
living in southern California. I spent most of my time at the 
beach really excited about marine biology. Ie JUSt happened to 
take a developmental psychology course as part of my required 
credit. The insrructor turned out to be a pretty famous re
searcher on wolf play. That really sparked my interest on learn
ing behavior. So, I shifted from a marine biology major to a 
psychology major really following that class. Then, the next se
mester I rook the biopsychology course and that really opened 
my eyes to not JUSt describing behaviors, but understanding 
the biology behind the behaviors. 

TC: Tell us a little bit about your background and 

how you ended up at the University of Missow-i-St. Louis. 

I WWW.THECURRENT-ONlINE.COM I 

may improve memory. 

RP: I grew' up in southern Californ ia and went to ollege 
in CalifOrnia. I went to receive my Ph.D. at the Uli ive rsity 
of Oklahoma Health Science Center in bioI gical psycholog) 
and completed clinical training at the same time. Then, I did a 
clinical neuropsychology internship at Brown medical school, 
and then a two-year clinical neuropsychology fellowship at 
Brown. I joined the faculty at Brmvn medical school for five 

years before moving to Ulv1.SL. 

TC: Gm you teLlus about your drink, .lVawgan? 

RP: It's a brain fimess drink. It doesn't have the standard 
ingredients as in an energy drink. Every energy drink contains 
taurine as a common ingredient. Taurine is questionable in 
terms of how well it actually works with our body. There' a 
lot of concern about its safery. Our blend is not intended to be 
an energy blend, it's not meant to keep people up for six hours 
and get them [so] ramped up that they can't serrle down and 
disrupt their sleep patterns. It's more about giving rhe brain 
more alertness, some focus, and concen([ation. 

TC: HoUJ did you decide to cmttr this drink? 

RP: For me, part of it was looking at other brands that were 
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on the market like itamin Water. When I looked ar th .ei
enee behind th e ingred iems [h )' ere decem ingredi nt 
but u uaH, put in such smail d ses instead of bord , that it 

a JUSt a marketing gam e. Of course. they sit on the shelf 
and because they are in plastic bo tde , UV light and air beaks 
them down funher. Really, what people buy is ultimately just 
sugar water. For me, it was like, this could be done the right 
way. 

TC: 'X/hat do you like to do outside of the academic setting? 

RP: I spend mosr of my rime with my family. I coach my 
son's football team; I'm the head coach of his tackle football 
team, so that keeps me pretty busy. I do a lot of ([ave! for work, 
and that allmvs me ro visit countries and cultures. I think that's 
a blast. 

TC: What do you enjoy most about teaching? 

RP: Trying ro get people ro get as excited about the content 
as I an1. I like teaching because I want ro get studems really 
excited about content that actually is really interesting. If I 
can get studems excited about [psychology] when they had 
no expectations they ,vould get excited about that, that's very 
fulfilling. 

-
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OUR OPINION 

T CC cuts sport 
Like Garry Templeton 

giving the finger to his own 
fans, or [he football Car
dinals moving [Q Phoenix, 

and Adam Vinarieri kicking 
Rams fans in [he gm back in 
2002, [he reeem :mnounce
mem by the St. Lou i Com
muni . Col! ge system that i[ 
wo uld b dr ticaUy clltting 
it arhl tic progr:mls will go 
down as ne o f the very dark 
da~ in the his[Qry of c. Lou
is spa ns. 

The St. Louis mmuniry 
College sy'[em has a long, 
St ried hi ro of lie ess and 

'iflning at its three p rimary 
campus . 

A[ eramec, the wr s-

ding, oftball, b, ball and 
men s basketball pr grams 
are nationally recognized for 
th ir i t rie . The Magi 
'\ a rriors as the, W re c 11 
for much of theif history, 
were considered perennial 
national championship con

tenders in those sports almu:.it 
every year. 

-The Florissant alley pro

gram was successful in sev
eral sports . But the Fury (or 

N orsemen/Norsewomen), 
were best known for the 
school's nationally revered 

track and field program. 
Forest Park, knovm as the 

Highlanders, had built cham

pionship-caliber programs in 
baseball and wrestling at dif

ferent times during that pro
gram's history. And all three 

schools were powerhouses in 
men's and women's soccer. 

So it truly will be a sad day 

when St. Louis Community 
College shuts down most of 

its sports programs. 

i\lthough the athletic bud

gets were not big, the l\1agic, 
Fury, and Highlander sports 
programs were poims of 
pride for each SLCC school. 

So many young men and 
women, who for whatever 
rca 'on were not the right 
ch ice for v hatever CAA 
Division I or Divi -ion II pro

gram they might h ve b en 
imer st d in, m anag d t 
find a plac to go to s h 01 
and pIa. ball dlanks to the 
communiC)' c llege sy tern in 
g neral and t. L uis m

muniry olle" e p ifically. 
The num ber of juni r 01-

I ge and community collcg 
sue- 5 s[O [ies i :umo t infi

nitc. 
N O\\' with St. Lo uis Com

m unity C Il g g ing t ju r 
seven istrict-wide ath letic 
t ams, th opp nuniti for 

young St. Louis area men 
and WOrn n , \ ho might not 
be right for D ivision I or II 
athletics, bur still hor:'c to 
turn their athletic talent into 

a college scholarship, is pretty 
minute. 

St. Louis Community 

College needs to cu t more 
than $3 million from its op
erating budget, and the Cuts 

in athletics will save the dis
trict nearly $700,000. 

Clearly, that is a huge 

hunk of what SLCC needs to 

do. It is just unfortunate that 

sacrificing such a wonderful 
part of our city's athletic his

tory is what had to be done 
to save the school system 

money . 
. The worst part of all of this 

is that many believe SLCC's 

money problems were not 

pr gra 
caused by the expense of ath

letics. They, instead, believe it 
is some of the hefty salaries 
members of the upper ad
ministration at SLCC pay 
themselves that have put that 
school y tern in sllch di re 
straits. 

Other believe it is the 
unprecedented m fiey that 
has been put into c rrali r a1 

LC h un-

\'irrual shut dO'Nn 
at L 

W hatever th 
like! SL witi no t r 

recover onc the Jul. 1 cut 
take effect. 

That means short of a 
miracle, many a hes, (r3in
ers and administra.r r 'Nill 
10 e their j s COme m i 
summer. nd man mor Sr. 
Louis-area srudent-arhl tes 

will 10 rh opportuni ty to 
etter thems Iv through 

athletics in a wonderful 01-
lege system that has been a 

part of our community for 

more than half a c nrury. 
Last week's announcement 

was a dark day for St. Louis 

Community College. And 
once that school system shuts 
its athletic's doors, it will be 

remembered as one of the 
worst moments ever in St. 
Louis sp'orts history. 

Unsigned editorials reflect 
the majority viewpoint o/The 

Current's Editorial Board: Se
quita Bean, Ryan Krul~ An
drew Sea~ jen O'Hara, Wil
liam Kyle, Cederic Williams, 
jennifer Meahan, Zachary 
Kraft· 

SEAL OF APPROVAL 

Down with Mubarak and 
dictators everywhere 

As predicted, the unrest 
in Tunisia has spread. 'The 
Jasmine Revolution has in
spired similar protests in 
En ·pt, emen, and other 

rdb nations. 
10 t of the pr t ting is 

occurring in Egyp t, where 
the Egyptian Arm~ has been 
all d out to help n le the 

unre, t- mething tha r has 

not been d n si1 the pro
t ri ng in 1985. 

Interesting! enough. 
Egyptian dictator Hosni 

fubaraks depio m nt of 
the military could spel l his 
end. It \\ as a military coup 
in 1 - _ (har toppled the old 
monarchical regime, after 

al l. 
Unlike man other coun

tries around the world, 

Egyptians have a great 
amount of love and respect 

for their army. For Egypt, 
the use of the military is not 
seen as excessive. 

The armed forces are be
loved in Egypt; according 
to an anicle on CNN .com, 
"protesters [cheered] army 

COlWOYS as they drove into 
Cairo and Alexandria. Some 

embraced the soldiers on the 

ground; they were seen as 

saviors from excessive police 
brutality." 

The experts are in agree
ment that the military's 

deployment is something 

of a desperate attempt by 
Mubarak to re-establish 

control. This is most likely 
true, and it most likely will 
not work. 

Indeed, the 82-year old 
Mubarak (or whomever is 

pulling his strings; it is wide
ly believed that Mubarak is 

ailing) does not seem to see 

what is happening before 
his very eyes. "I asked the 
government to resign today 
and I will commission a new 
government to take over to
morro' > ' he said last week 
in a prepared speech. 

Ir is the political equi\-a
lent of doing nothing. at 
is worse is dut he had the 
audacity to appoim his chief 
sp rmaster, Omar Suleiman. 
as his new Y ice President. 

"These protests arose to 
expre. a legitimate demand 

tor more demo Cf;lCy, a need 
t~)r a gre.uer social safety net 
and the improvement of li\'

ing srandards, fighting pov
erty and rampant corrup

tion." he said in his speech. 
In his OW11 words IVfubarak 
betrays his dangerous oblivi

ousness to the very issues 
that caused this unrest in the 

first place. 
Mubarak acknowledged 

the problems with Egypt

problems he himself caused 
with his 30-year rule of iron
fisted authoritarian dictator

ship. Oflly now he "sud
denly" realizes there are and 

were major problems. 

Thankfully, the Egyptian 

people have seen through 

their president's lies. CNN. 

com is reporting that "people 

took to the streets, chanting 
"Down with Mubarak" and 

burning pictures of the au

thoritarian leader," after his 
announcement to form a 

. new government. 

The United States is 
walking a tightrope in this 
situation. On-the-one hand, 

Egypt is and has _been one 

of our staunchest Arab al~ 
lies- mdone. of the only 

ones that has not had any 

of its citizens kill Americans 

recently. 
The U .S. sent 1.3 bil

lion dollars in military aid 
last year to Egypt. Indeed, 
CNN.com reports that dur

ing the protesting, "people 
picked up spen t shotgun 
clrtridges and tear gas can
isters that said 'Made in the 
U.S.A.'" Our money is be

ing spent, year after year, to 
oppress the Egyptian people. 

President Obama has 

. said that he has spoken with 
Mubarak since the protests 
started. "1 just spoke to rum 

after his speech and I told 
him he has a responsibil

ity to give meaning to those 
words, to take concrete steps 

and actions that deliver on 
that promise," he said. . 

That is not enough. The 

hollow promises of this 

sham government need to 

end. Change, real change, is 

coming to Egypt, much like 
it did in Tunisia. Hopefully, 

other Arab nations will fol
low suit and throw off the 

shackles of their .oppressive 
dictators. -

. And,"-ew Seal is a Opinions 

Editor for The Cu~rent. 
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SCIENCE MATTERS 

If Taco Bell tacos are Ie s than 35 
percent beef, then wha"t are they? 

\\That does the saying "you 
are what you eat" mean if you 
regularly munch Taco Bell ta
cos and it [Urns out they are 

, only about one-third beef? 
A new lawsuit has asserted 

that Taco Bell's "seasoned 
beef" taco meat is less that 35 
percent beef. In fact it is less 
than' 35 percent any kind of 
meat. It kind of gives a new 
meaning to "junk food." 

The class-action lawsuit, 

brought on behalf of a Cali
fornia resident, charges false 
advertising. It does not seek 
monetary damages, asking 
only that Taco Bell ro be hon
est in its advertising. 

According ro Taco Bell, 
this is entirely wrong. They 
claim their taco meat is 88 
percent beef, in a massive 
new ad campaign. 

W'hat exaccly is in that fast
food taco? According to news 
reports, the la\'\.' firm had the 
meat tested and found that 
Taco Bell's 'seasoned beef' is 
mostly "other ingredients, in
cluding water, wheat oats, soy 
lecithin, maltodextrin, anri
dusting agent and modified 
corn starch." 

In other words, the taco 
filling is about one-third beef 
and two-thirds filler, binders, 
starches, chemicals and other 
not-so-savory-sounding ed
ible, stuff. Not meat. Some
thing less than 50 percent 
beef seems more beef-fla
vored than actual beef. 

As shocking as this is, it is 
more disturbing yet that the 
U.S. Department of Agricul
[Ure allows something that is 

more than 50 percent filler to 
be called any kind of "meat" 
to begin wi tho 

\X7hat is so wrong with 
accurately labeling foods? 
Europe has far more restric
tive laws about food labeling 

and purity. They also have 
less obesity. Yet attempts at 
labeling or reStrlctlOns. on 
man-made fats are met with 
both outrage from industry 
and howls from people who 
seem to think letting people 
know wh~t kind of trash is in 
foods is some kind of arrack 
on personal freedom. 

Honescly labeling foods as 
(wo-thirds vegetable starch 
and chemicals does not seem 
to infringe one's right ro eat 
it anyway. W here is the free

dom in being kept ignorant 
of \X,:hat is in that stuff? 

111ere is such a wide dif
ference between the plaintiffs 
test rest.Jts of less [han 35 
percent beef and Taco Bell's 
assertion of 88 percent that 
both sides \-vill have ro pro
duce some data ro win over 
public option. 

It also calls into question 
USDA's oversight and test
ing of food products. That 
is something that has been 
much in the news, with last 
fall's massive egg recall and 
other recent tainted food 
maners. 

This particular issue is 
abour labeling, not contami
nation, bur labeling matters. 
\(!ith rising food allergies, 
most foods in the grocery 
store now are labeled to let 
consumers know ifit contains 

(ate Marquis 

whe-at, peanuts, soy and other 
substances. One of the in
gredients mentioned in Taco 
Bell's meat mix - wheat oats 
- sounds as if it could trigger 
\vheat allergies. Should not 
consumers know that? 

Food manufacturers and 
chemical companies fought 

hard to limit food label
ing, so genetically-modified 
foods are both allowed and 
nor labeled in this countr) , 
although they are banned in 
other countries. Ironically 
one objection raised about 
Gl'v1 foods was rhat they 
would trigger a rise in food 
allergies. Indeed, \\'e have 
seen such a rise in food aller
gies, but linking that to GM 
foods 'would be difficult since 
they are not labeled. 

Even if Taco Bell's "sea
soned beef" is more than 5 
percent beef, even as much 
as 88 percent, what are those 
other ingredients? For food 
allergies, if no other reason, 
are we not entitled to know? 

Cate .~ft1'·quis is AssociiUr? 
A&E Editor t1lld a coitmmi.rt 

for The Current. 

t t r? 

POP CULTURE WITH POPOSKY 

St. Louis bans making, 
force away customers 

St. Louis recendy imple
mented a new smoking 
ban in public resraura...l1ts. 
Of course, certain venues, 
such as bars, are allowed to 
retain smoking privileges 
for their customers which 
makes sense. The problem is 
that this new law is actually 
causin"g problems for several 
businesses" in addition to the 
improvements it is providing 
others. 

The la requires i:hat any 
busin wanting (0 gain ex
emption fro m the smoking 
ban must receive a maj rity 
of their income from liquor 
sales. Thus) ar and grill res
taw-an rs \ hich make more 
sale on ood th ro ughout rhe 
da' th n th . can alanc 

with liquor ar night hay lost 
prh il g s for their smoking 
patrons. In addition, and this 
is the one that hurr , is the 
chang made (0 r taurants 
offering hookah to their pa
trons. H ooka.h is a fo rm of 
smoking which utilizes v·cater 
\ ,lpOr (0 transport the smoke 
from a basin., through a rube, 
(0 the smoker's mouth. The 
(Obacco is of a flavored vari
e . ranging anywhere from 
Sua\", berry Daiquiri to Fuzzy 
Navel to non-Jescript names 

such as XYZ" 
Hookah, like any form 

of (Obacco, is legal for use 
by any citizen of age 18 or 
above. Hm: ever, given the 
new ordinance in Sr. Louis , 
restaurants offering hookah 
now must rurn a\vay any pa
trons under the age of 21 for 
service of any kind. 

The reason? As these es
tablishments were able to 

keep their license for provid
ing hookah to customers, 

they clearly gain a majority 
of their revenue from alcohol 
sales. According to Sf. Louis, 
allowing restaurants such as 
this to serve minors raises the 
risk that such venues will also 

overlook age limitations on 
alcohol service. 

This is absolutely ridicu
lous. There are bars across the 
city which \\'ill gladly admit 
minors to the establishment, 
bur simply do nor serve them 
alcohol. Clubs participate 
in th same behavior on a 
nightly basis downtown. Yi t , 

are these est, blishments Los

ing a 1 rge ponion of their 
ustomer ? t if th y do 

nor s rv 'illegal beverages to 
them. 

Again, hookall i nothing 
but tobacco smoke, utilizing 
, arer vapor as a medium of 
delivery. Flav red tobaccos 
pre en ting the names of al
coholic beverag do not ac
mally have alcohol in them, 
no more than a wine~fl, red 
piece of gum does. 

The problem is that hoo
kah lounges have long c.l

tered to crowds in the 18 

plus range, but now, have to 

turn awa>" a large percent
age of their consumer base 
because of these nev,! la\':s. 
Some establishments, \vhich 
do not gain a large enough 
percentage of their revenue 
ftom alcohol sales . are even 
being forced to abandon 
hookah altogether. One such 
example is Sahara, a Medi
terranean· restaurant offer
ing exquisite cuisine, exotic 

music, and belly dancing 
(on Fridays and Saturdays), 
all within a family-friendly, 
comfonable environment. 
However, Sahara does not 

pull a maj rit)' of its revenue 
from alcohol. M ost of thei r 
reven ue ha long b en pulled 
from food and ho. kah sales. 

This restaurant is now I s
ing one of itS staple pr fit 
source along with a large 
par t of \ hat made its en-

ironment so appealing ro 
ustom [ ' . ramed, this is 

n t enough to push all cus
tomers away from Sahara, 
nor should it b to truJy 
loyal cust m rs . However 

al1ara will b losing a large 
ponion r:t' its reycnue due to 
rhis change in law. In addi
rion, had Sahara been able to 

keep (heir tob; ~.::co privileges, 
it would ha1.T then become 
a 21+ restaurant, and would 
have been viewed, rather 
than as a family-friendl;- en
vironment, as a bar. 

E rybody has a right to 
clean air. Remllving hookah 
or forLing patrons to be 21 
will not guarantee this right, 
though. It will simply create 
suffering for several family
owned establishments as well 
as anger previouslr happy 
parrons. 

Matthew B. Poposky is a 
Staff-Writer for The Curren L 
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Anonymo s does good 
\'(fhen mighty govern

menrs [Urn their back on the 
people, there is usually no 
one to help. With the U.S. 
government all pal-y with 
Egyptian dictatOr Hosni 
Mubarak, there's no hope for 
U.S. aid with the fledgling 
revolution. 

Except that there is. There 
is an activist group with 
members allover the world 
that is tirelessly working for 
justice and the betterment of 
society. 

They are Anonymous, and 
they are legion. Their motto 
is "We are Anonymous. We 
do not forgive, we do not 
forget." 

Anonymous is a relatively 
new activist group that pri
marily focuses on Internet
based objectives. This has 
led to them being branded 
"hackrivists", for their work 
done on bringing Internet 
justice down on those who 
deserve it. The movement 
began on Internet message 
and image boards, and is a 
diverse group of men and 
women all across the world. 
Anonymous picks its targets 
very carefully, and for good 
reasons. 

The "Church" 

of Scientology was one of 
Anonymous' first targets. 
Anonymous views Scientol
ogy as both a cult and an af
front to Internet freedoms. 

Perhaps the most well
known actions of Anony
mous were their coordinated 
Distributed Denial of Service 
(DDoS) attacks on the \\7eb 
sites 0fI'v1asterCud, Visa, and 
PayPal. Anonymous began 
Operation Payback last De
cem ber. 1\ fasterCard, Visa, 
and PayPal were all chosen 
for their willingness to deny 
their customers the ability ro 
donate funds to WikiLeaks. 
In the eyes of Anonymous, 
the credit companies caved 
to pressure from the U.S. 
governmen t- pressure that 
shouldn't exist in a free soci
ety. Sure, Anonymous' meth
ods are unorthodox. But who 
else will bring companies to 
justice and show them that 
their actions are wrong? It's a 
matter of libeny. 

As columnist Barrett 
Brown said in The Guardian, 
working with Anonymous 
is an alternative to trying to 
work with "various western 
governments that have shown 
themselves to be . comfonably 
complicit with tyranny." 

Such as the U .S., \ ho 
sent about 1.3 billion dollars 
in militar;' aid to Egypt last 
year. Those tanks, that Hosni 
Mubarak is using to oppress 
his people with. Some were 
bought and paid for with 
U .S. fundjng. 

Now.Anonymous has cho
sen their next urget: aiding 
the Jasmine Revolution in 
Tunisia and the fledgling rcy
olution in Egypt. "Operation 
Tunisia" was launched earlier 
[his month after the Tunisian 
government blocked access 
to WikiLeaks. 

These "hacktivists" began 
collaborating with Tunisian 
free-speech activists in order 
to help Tunisian citizens cir
cumvent Ben Ali's Internet 
.censorship. That was only the 
beginning: days later, Ben Ali 
fled the counuy. 

Anonymous has turned its 
collective eyes Onto Egypt. 
When Mubarak ordered the 
mass denial of Internet ac
cess to Egyptians last week, 
Anonymous responded by 
mass-faxing WikiLeaks ca
bles to Egyptian numbers. 

Anonymous is doing what 
so many wish we could do: 
help those who cannot help 
themselves. 

Anonymous a e cyber- · 
terro ists, not Activ· sts 

For years, the viral and not 
so viral world that constantly 
surrounds a good portion of 
Ol}-f l{ves today has been un
der attack by an interesting 
and terrorizing group. 

Calling themselves Anon
ymous, and disguising their 
members in public with "V 
for Vendetta" masks, this 
group has been causing noth
ing but trouble and an ex
pense of taxpayer's money. 

Causing mayhem around 
the world and around the 
Internet seems to be their 
biggest goal. But terrorizing 
innocent citizens, threaten
ing churches, and even criti
cizing governmental policies 
are also on their to-do list. 
It seems that big or small no 
one is safe from the scrutiniz
ing eyes of Anonymous. 

Do members of Anony
mous seem to have any true 
goal in the nonsense that 
they do? No. No visible link 
can really be seen between 
their acts. Shutting down 
websites, bullying innocent 
citizens and harboring hate 
fests against those with dif
ferent beliefs. In most cases 
it is sa.id the members simply 
do it for 'the lulz.' 

But what most members· 

of Anonymous realize is that 
they are actually partaking 
in what could be considered 
domestic terrorism. Threats 
to bomb sports stadiums, 
sending pornograph.ic images 
to government officials across 
the world and spreading 
pornographic YouTube vid
eos 'with tags such as 'Jonas 
Brother's ( are not going to be 
taken lightly by very many. 

Sure, some good ide..'ils can 
be taken from Anonvm.ous.· 
They work together' \~ithout 
having any known leader to 
organize them. They have 
raised money towards some 
slightly noble causes. But the 
bad definitely out weight the 
good in this situation. And 
it only appears to be getting 
steadily worse. 

In more recent attacks, 
they have been shurung 
down major businesses, like 
MasterCard, for hours. But 
what they do not realize is 
that they aren't just 'sticking 
it to the man,' they are caus
ing issues ror the people who 
rely on these businesses and 
sites. 

The good news is that 
slowly, Anonymous is being 
brought to justice. Members 
in the United States and in 

Britain have been arrested 
and will be charged with 
crimes. Three teenagers and 
[WO young adults will all be 
given jail time in order to pay 
for their crimes against hu
manity. 

These vigilantes need to 

realize that they are not just 
punishing higher forces; they 
are also causing issues for the 
American people. r."tillions 
of tax dollars will be spent i.n 
order to correct the wrongs 
that are going on. Until the 
attacks stop, millions could 
be in danger. 

All in all, it appears that 
Anonymous is just a bunch 
of cyber-bullies who do little 
more than cause trouble. 
They are too scared to reveal 
whom they really are, in or
der to take the blame for the 
idiotic aI).d ridiculous games 
they are playing with-people 
around the world. 
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CURRENT HOROSCOPES 

After a brief stint as a 
lion tamer, you will find 
out later this week that 
you are the reincarnation 
of the leader of the mole 
people. 

Taurus, you normally go to 
a bath house to pass gas 
and then wake up next to 
a large man. Make tonight 
different and drink nothing 
but goat's milk. 
You are not at all attradive. 

GEMIN I 
( MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Recently, your twin was 
found dead in his closet. 
The police told you that it 
was autoerotic asphyxia
tion, yet somehow you feel 
this is definitely not over ... 

CA NCER 
( J u E 22 - JULY 22) 

Listen to your friends on 
Monday and then on Thurs
day, do the exad opposite 
to get their attention. If 
you don't have friends, cry 
alone. 

(JULY 23.. AuG. 21) 

You get a new chance to try 
out your scissors on the kid 
sitting in front of YOLl in cl ass. 
This week, make him look 
like a shaved cat. Other kids 
are going to love it ! 

Y u're going to feel so 
good this week. With ease,. 
your work will get done, 
your sleep will be pleasant 
and your words eloquent. 
Take a deep breath and 
relax. 

LIBRA 
(SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23) 

People keep giving you 
things, so much so that 
this week, you go out on 
a limb and chop off all of 
your limbs. Good job, now 
you do not have to hold 
anything. 

On this Thursday you will 
take t rip. This will change 
your life in ways you can 
imagine, so you just imag
ine these ways for a day or 
two, real boring. 

• 
Take your own advice this 
week you' re never wrong and 
let small children that are 
reasonably weak know his. If 
you can take their money, do 
it. Second best is ste ling their 
shoes. 

Times are tough and you 
have to save more now 
than ever. So this week col
lect as much hair, nails, and 
teeth from people as you 
can. Deliciousness. 

AQUARIUS 
(J. N. 21 - F EB. 19) 

Th is week, all of your 
beliefs on rel igion are going 
to be proved wrong as 
you find out that man and 
dinosaurs never could have 
lived t gether. You could be 
mentally disabled. 

I predict a lot of Sfl OW in 
your face. Do not fight it, 
just eat it! Eat all the snow 
you see this week and 
check this horoscope next 
week to see if you're still 
alive. 
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Are yo ·scut ....... ? 
If so,, you might be a Ie to get a great job with1[llf ~llrrfnt . 

Staff Writers 
Assoc. Features Ed itor 

III ustrators 
Page Designers 

Staff Photog ra phers 

No experience necessary! 
Reptiles from t he Creta1ceous period are encouraged. 

Job descriptions and how to apply at 

w w w.thecurrent-onl ine.com/ about-usj employment/ 

-.. 
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Your weekly calendar of campus events. "What's Current" is a free service 
for student organizations. Submissions must be turned in by 5 p.m. the Thursday 
before publication; first-come, first-served. Listings may be edited for length and 
style. E-mail event listings to thecurrentads@umsl.edu, with the subject "What's 
Current." No phone submissions. . 

Director of Student Life, Miriam Huffman and Ashlee Roberts, Diversity Coordinator educate students on Student Life during the Open House on Thursday. 

Major Challenge: How to choose a major that fits who you are 

At 5:30 a.m. to 6:15 p.m. located at 225 MSC Center for Student Success - Conference 
Open to all. Have you ever questioned your major choice or wondered if you will ever 
find a major that's right for you? In this workshop we will debunk common myths such 
as, "There is only one right major for me," and "A major is the same as a career. " You 
wi ll learn how to identify majors and career paths that are a good fit for your person
ality, interests! strengths and values. Students may fo llow up with a coordinator for 
individual assistance. For information call Antionette Sterli ng at 314-516-5300. 

Saw is Cloud Computing - hosted by Delta Sigma Pi 

From 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m . located at MSC - SGA Chambers and open to everyone. 
Sawis knows cloud. Sawis can be found in the Leaders category in Gartner's Magic 
Quadrant for Cloud Infrastructure as a Service and Web Hosting. According to Gartner, 
II For the past five years, the Web hosting market has been evolving toward on-demand 
infrastructure provisioned on a flexible, pay-as-you-go basis; the majority of hosting 
customers now obtain at least some of their infrastructure on demand, and most new 
hosting contracts include on-demand services. The market for traditional Web hosting 
services, especially for Internet and intranet Web content and applications, continues to 
grow." Hosted by o'elta Sigma Pi; apply today at www.etanudsp.net. Food and drinks 
provided at no cost. 

For more information contact Stacy Bueneman at 314-761-9951. 

Brand II U ": Involvement today for tomorrow's career 

At 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Located in Mililennium student center - century room C, 
open to students. To some students, being engaged or involved on campus is deemed 
as detracting from their ultimate goal of graduating and getting the dream job. Join 
us as e explore how being engaged or involved on campus actually enhances your 
marketabil ity to future employers. Whether you want to work in corporate America, 
education, government, or your own business, tis program wi ll provide insight on 
buildin the brand of "you". This event is co-sponsored by the Office of Student Life and· 
edward jones. 

Thrusday, Feb. 3 
Come learn about law school preperation 
Fr9m 11 :00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m . located at 126 SSB, open to aU. . . 
Come here Mr. Michael J. Kolnik, Assistant Dean of Admissions from S1. Louis Univer
sity School of law talk about preparing for law school and how the admission process 
works. . 
For more Information contact Dr. Richard Middleton at 314-516-6745. 

Procurement Services monthly surplus property tag sale 

From 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. located atJC Penney Building dock, Open to all. Procure
ment Services is hosting our monthly surplus tag sa je. Items for sale are desks, chairs, 
CPU's, monitors, laptop computers and other items too numerous to mention. 
For more information, call Tanjela Brooks at 314-516-5361. 
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